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GNANGARA MOUND, PRESCRIBED BURNING OF BANKSIA WOODLANDS 

733. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 
I refer to the planned increase in the prescribed burning of banksia woodlands over the Gnangara mound, 
reported in The West Australian newspaper on 10 September 2005. 

(1) How will the minister ensure that the proposed increase will protect biodiversity in the area? 

(2) How will the minister ensure that the proposed increase will guarantee property is protected? 

(3) How will the minister ensure that the population of honey possums, which require a habitat of banksia 
trees that have not been burnt for 30 years, will survive? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The Minister for the Environment has provided the 
following response.  In line with open and accountable government, the honourable minister has provided a very 
extensive response and I seek leave to have it incorporated in Hansard.  

Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated - 

 
 
(1) The prescribed burning regime in the banksia woodlands and other native vegetation on lands managed by the Department of 

Conservation and Land Management (CALM) over the Gnangara mound takes account of biodiversity values by ensuring that 
there is a diversity of intensity, season and interval between burns.  A mosaic of burnt and unburnt patches is also created to 
provide diversity of habitat for flora and fauna.  This includes retention of some long unburnt patches that are favoured habitat for 
some fauna.  Other considerations such as protection of neighbouring properties, public and private assets and recharge to the 
Gnangara aquifer are taken into account in the development of the burning program and the prescriptions for individual burns. 

There are some lands on the Gnangara mound, not managed by CALM, that have not been subject to a planned burning regime in 
the past and where additional recharge to the Gnangara mound could be achieved with some additional carefully prescribed burns. 

The Minister for the Environment has requested the Executive Director of CALM to review CALM’s activities and also liaise 
with other agencies that have responsibilities for management of land on the Gnangara mound, with a view to implementing 
integrated fire management regimes that will, where appropriate, enhance groundwater recharge whilst also maintaining 
biodiversity valu4es and protecting life and property. 

(2)-(3) See answer to (1). 

 
 


